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© By LEE WINFREY

Of Our Washingtcn Bureau

‘\WWVASHINGTON - The

:Defense Department Thurs-

day said “Operation Phan-
tom” — an alleged air drop -

over Cuba last month — was _ ,:
_exactly that: a phantom. It -

was a pubhcxly hoaJ\ the
department -said,’
Assistant Sccxctary Cyrus

Vance said Frank Fiorini, ‘an'
whp .
was- supposed {o have been .

anti-Castro buccaneer

aboard the plane, admitted

that the Ihght never. was' |
,madc.

e meiast mwead -

i"Uege :

A wpoxt, on mc allv,;ed raid

.1 Was carried in The Fort Tau-
derdale News and The Yom-~  °
Bea h un- entm N .
pang ch Sun-§ el May‘_ "the 30th of November move-
" ment, Hiram Gonzalez, insist- "
‘ed the'flight was made but
Sfrom a secret base in the
‘ Cauhbcan —_ not flOlTl Florie -

26.

In the story, a Cuban
whose. name was given -as

“Manuel Fernandez” claimed
to have flown for 32 minutes

over Cuba on May 25, and ,.

to. 1,000 % was published that the flight .

dropped supplies
rebcls at 17 locations. "

have originated m Miami,
The veport stirred up - wides

. ‘spread worry, about‘US rde g

" The flight was suppmcd to ¢
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dez" sald hie eluded. .
A spokésman in Miami for
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“\Ve deni(td when the news

involved Iflorida,” he said.

“Fernan- .

N\

D - h <3
“Vance, in a !C”(‘l lo J\r‘p )
Carl Vinson, chairman of lhc .

Pouxe A\mmi Servioes Coims

« mittee, said “Opevation Phan-

tom” was uscd for publicily:

'by the 30th of November

Movement

‘Vance said Fnorml signed a~
two-sentenc e stalement
, Which said;
" “To the best of my knowl
edge, h so-called Operation .
_Phantom,” a raid m Cuba ot 1

' 25 May 1964, did not take
. ‘place. I-declare that the U.S. "

radar defenses were not vip:,

L ]ated while leaving .or omen\ 4

mg U, S territory.”
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